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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Olarig 
(U.S. Pat. No. 6,038,680). 

As to claim 10, Olarig (figs. 1-4) shows an apparatus to visually locate a memory 
module (55) in a memory system (37) with a plurality of memory modules (col. 2, lines 
37-47), the apparatus comprising: a system board (see figure 4; coL 3, lines 26-45; col. 5, 
lines 32-47) including a memory controller (29) and a plurality of memory module slots 
(54) on the system board (i.e., motherboard 53, 57); and a plurality of memory modules 
seated in the plurality of memory module slots (fig. 4; col. 5, lines 48-55); and a beacon 
unit (i.e., registers 58) on a memory module with a beacon device and control circuitry 
for turning on the beacon device when an electronic communication to turn on the beacon 
device is received by that memory module (col. 6, lines 1-18). 

As to claims 11-12, Olarig discloses an apparatus, wherein the beacon device 
comprises a light emitting diode (LED 56; col. 5, lines 49-55); and, wherein the beacon 
device comprises an electromechanical device that remains activated even in the absence 
of power (col. 8, lines 17-27). 
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As to claims 13-15, Olarig discloses an apparatus, wherein the memory modules 
comprise dual in-line memory modules (DIMMs); and, wherein the memory modules 
comprise single in-line memory modules (SIMMs). See column 5, lines 33-47. 

As to claims 16-21, Olarig discloses an apparatus, wherein the system board 
comprises a computer motherboard; the system board comprises a cell board. Olarig (fig. 
5) discloses an apparatus, further comprising a memory error interface unit (72) on the 
system board that is configured to send the appropriate electronic conmiunication to the 
memory module (col. 5, lines 33-47). 

As to claims 22-26, Olarig discloses an apparatus, wherein the beacon unit (i.e., 
registers 58) further comprises a second beacon device and control circuitry for turning 
on the second beacon device. The beacon device and the second beacon device are of 
different colors to visually distinguish them (col. 6, lines 1-18). 

As to claim 27, Olarig (figs. 1- 4) shows a system for visually locating a memory 
module, the system comprising: means for receiving an electronic communication by 
circuitry on the memory module to be visually located (col. 2, lines 20-28); means for 
activating a beacon state in the memory module due to receipt of the electronic 
communication (col. 6, hnes 1-18); and means for electronically turning on a beacon 
device on the memory module when the beacon state is activated to draw attention to that 
memory module (col. 5, lines 49-54; col. 7, lines 59 through col. 8 line 3). 

As to claim 1, method claim 1 corresponds to apparatus claim 10; therefore, it is 
analyzed as previously discussed in claim 10 above. 

As to claims 2-5 Olarig (figs. 1-4) shows a method, wherein the beacon device 
comprises a light emitting diode (LED 56; col. 5, lines 49-55); the beacon device 
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comprises an electromechanical device that remains activated even in the absence of 
power (col. 8, lines 17-27). Olarig discloses a method, wherein the beacon state is 
activated by programmmg a flag bit in a register on the memory module (fig. 6; col. 9, 
lines 64 through col. 10 line 6). 

As to claims 6-9, method claims 6-9 correspond to apparatus claim 10; therefore, 
they are analyzed as previously discussed in claim 10 above. 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not reUed upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. See PTO-892 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks, Washington, D.C. 20231 

or faxed to: (703) 872-9306 for all formal communications. 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal 
Drive, Arlington, VA, Fourth Floor (Receptionist). 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Fritz Alphonse, whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3813. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8:30-6:00, Ah. Mondays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are imsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Albert De Cady, can be reached at (571) 272-3819. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (571) 
272-3824, 



Application/Control Number: 10/633,213 



Pages 



Art Unit: 2133 

Information regarding the status of an application may also be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
pubUshed applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see ht^://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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